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Our Vision 
Metropolitan Baptist Church is a vibrant multi-cultural congregation whose vision for minis-
try is as broad as the grace of God. We are a church in transition, building on the strength of 
our historic past while claiming the new location for ministry that God has given to us. We 

are developing a ministry to families with a continuing emphasis on the social  
dimensions of the gospel.  

 

Our Mission 
The mission of the Metropolitan Baptist Church ministries is to bring persons into a saving 

and redemptive relationship as Disciples of Jesus Christ.  We are a Spiritual body whose only 
foundation is the Word of God.   

 

We fulfill our ministry as we proclaim and teach, pray and worship, forgive and reconcile.  
  

As we live by Christ’s example, we empower others to carry out the commands of God.  We 
seek only to be God’s servants as agents of healing and wholeness in a wounded and  

fragmented world. 

Metropolitan Baptist Church 
1200 Mercantile Lane,  Largo, MD, 20774 

Phone: 202-238-5000 
Dr. Maurice Watson, Senior Servant 

Dr. H. Beecher Hicks, Jr., Senior Servant Emeritus 
www.metropolitanbaptist.org 



 

To the Metropolitan Family, 
 
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  

~ Philippians 1:2  
 
Our journey together is one of joy and hopefulness as we work together to 
advance the Kingdom of God. I cannot thank you enough for the loving support 
and encouragement that you have given to my family and me. 
 
In Exodus 14, Moses and the children of Israel were facing a seemingly 
impossible set of circumstances. They were at an impasse. There was a Red Sea in 
front of them; they were faced with a desert and a mountain range on either side. 
To make matters worse, Pharaoh and his army were closing in from behind! A 
sense of panic had begun to spread through out the camp! Moses tried to calm 
their spirits by telling them to “Stand still, and see the salvation.” When he 

enquired of God what they should do, the Lord said to him, “Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children of 
Israel to go forward.” It seems strange to us that God would tell people who were in what looked like a “dead 
end” to “go forward.” However, it really wasn’t strange at all because what He had for them was in front of 
them. It’s called “The Promise Land!” 
 
Metropolitan, the only viable option for us to go as a church family is “forward.” It’s alright to pause from 
time to time and look back at our storied history. However, if we must look back, I admonish us to “glance” at 
it, but don’t “gaze!” Lets set our sights forward and work together as we anticipate the great things God has in 
store for us as a congregation. Will there be challenges? Sure! Will we have to overcome obstacles that will 
test our resolve? Absolutely! However, we can rest our hopes in our God who has shown Himself to be faithful 
at every high and low moment in our existence as a church body! The Promise Land is just ahead of us, so let’s 
“go forward!” 
 
 
 
In His Service, 
 
 
 
Maurice Watson 
Senior Servant 

METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH 
OFFICE OF THE SENIOR SERVANT 

THE NINTEENTH DAY OF MAY 
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD TWO-THOUSAND AND SEVENTEEN  

Dr. Maurice Watson 



My Dear Metropolitan Family, 
 
The Metropolitan Baptist Church Diaconate Ministry is honored to serve you for 
the Cause of Christ. We strive to be an extension of our Pastor’s reach to ensure 
every Metropolitan member feels the love and support of a caring church family. 
 
Metropolitan’s 46 Servant Leaders exemplify Christian Servanthood in our 
ministry to Metropolitan members and their families through regular visits to 
homes, hospitals, long-term care and hospice facilities, rehabilitation centers, and 
nursing homes. We share God’s Word, offer prayer and fellowship, and serve in-
home Communion. Servants stand with members and their families in times of 
illness and bereavement, providing a critical link to the church and available 
services and resources. The Diaconate and New Disciples Ministries partner in the 
administration of the ordinance of Holy Baptism.  
 
Metropolitan Servants are found at work in almost every ministry of the church, 

including Sunday School, Audio/Visual Ministry, Temple Sentinels, New Disciples Ministry, and the ever 
growing Transportation Ministry. Our reach is as broad as our membership base because of our commitment to 
serve each member, and our membership base reaches across Maryland, Virginia, and the District of 
Columbia. 
 
Monthly visitation and in-home Communion services are provided to an average of 40 members and their 
families each month. Servant Larry and Elder Diane Day share a special bond with Mr. & Mrs. John and 
Juanita Thornton. Their regular visits with the Thorntons have nurtured a familial bond of mutual blessings. 
Servants Millicent Gorham and Kim Barnett faithfully minister to Dr. Ezalia Leftwich, the daughter of the late 
Deacon/Trustee Maude Leftwich, and Deacon Percy Peete humbly provides transportation for members to 
church and doctors’ visits.  
 
In our annual Summit this year, Servants received in-service training for Prison Ministry and Visitations. 
Servant Michelle Arnold is playing a key role in the re-establishment of Metropolitan’s Prison Ministry.  
 
It is with sadness and celebration the Diaconate Ministry acknowledges the passing of Deacon Carolene 
Johnson and Deacon Samuel C. Reynolds, Sr., since our last report. Our lives are richer and fuller because of 
their ministry legacies. 
 
We celebrate the marriage of Servant Sonya Bethel and her years of faithful service as Vice Chair of the 
Trustee Ministry. We wish her well in her relocation and new worship experience with her husband. 
 
With hearts of thanksgiving, the Diaconate Ministry 
and Council of Elders are grateful to God for Pastor 
Maurice Watson and his strong, steadfast, and God-
inspired leadership. Our vision to “Go Forward” 
requires focus and work for future ministry and 
service. As we remember our rich heritage with a 
“glance,” our focus, our “gaze,” is toward the future 
God has waiting for us (from Dr. Watson’s Sermon 
“When God Has Your Back” preached on New Year’s 
Eve, December 31, 2016.) We thank God for Pastor 
Watson and First Lady Janice Watson and for their 
love and commitment to this House. We stand ready 
and willing to serve. 
 
With a Servant’s Heart, 
 
Servant BJ Brooks 
Chairwoman, Metropolitan Baptist Church Diaconate 
 
 

Servant B. J. Brooks 

Servant Rosemarie Singletary, Mrs. Edna Simon, and  
Servant Larry Sampson pause for a picture after  

Communion visitation. 



“We’ve come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord, trusting in His holy word, 
He’s never failed us yet.” God continues to shower us with His goodness. 
Throughout this past year, we’ve had our share of ups and downs, but God has 
seen us through. Under the outstanding leadership of Pastor Maurice Watson, we 
have learned to move forward, focusing on where God is taking us rather than 
where we’ve been. In the words of Paul, we do not consider that we have made it 
on our own. But one thing we do: “forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus.” Phil. 3:12-14. We are a people committed to 
kingdom building and our trust in an omnipotent, omniscient and omnipresent 
God has made a world of difference.  
 
We continue to be blessed with wonderful leaders who are committed to the very 
best for God and their Metropolitan family. They continue to make great 
sacrifices, and even under strained conditions continue to make things happen.  
 
As the Sr. Assistant to the Senior Servant, it has been a blessing to serve Pastor 

Watson, where I continue to provide leadership and oversight duties to all Metropolitan Ministries and related 
staff. In this capacity, I have provided leadership for all sacerdotal and ministry affairs, which include but are 
not limited to preaching, teaching, weddings, funerals, sick and shut in visitation, infant dedications and the 
management of worship for regular and special programs and services.  
 
As we embark upon this new year of service, we have reactivated our Prison Ministry under the leadership of 
Servant Michelle Arnold, who is working very closely with her Staff Minister, Rev. Brenda Girton Mitchell to 
broaden our scope of outreach ministry. This opens the door for a great partnership with the Metropolitan 
Community Development Corporation. 
 
This report will also briefly highlight the accomplishments of those ministries to which I provide direct 
leadership. 
 
Associate Ministers – Our Associate Ministers remain committed to making a hospital visit to any of our 
members within 24 hours of the time we are notified of their hospitalization. Rev. A. Marie Murray continues 
to provide leadership to this aspect of ministry. This year, the following Ministers completed their ministerial 
study and training and were officially ordained to full time ministry.  
 

• Minister Michael McDuffie 2016 Graduate of Regent University 
• Minister Angela Love  2016 Graduate of Virginia Union University 
• Minister Jamie Eaddy  2016 Graduate of Virginia Union University 
• Minister Danielle Graham 2016 Graduate of Pittsburgh Seminary 

 
Also, listed below are those ministers who are in school and working towards their degree. 
 

• Minister Tanai White  Virginia Union University 
• Minister Sylveta Brown  Virginia Union University 
• Minister Lela Harris                      Virginia Union University 
• Minister Ryan Wise  Wesley Theological Seminary 
• Minister Gloria Renee Bland 

 
Council of Ministries – This Team of “Leaders in the Middle” are the heart and soul of ministry at 
Metropolitan. They provide leadership for our various ministries, and make sure their programmatic objectives 
are consistent with the church’s mission and vision. They should be commended for keeping our ministries 
focused while we go through this period of transition. They remain committed to one Outreach project a year 
to spread Metropolitan’s mission throughout the broad community.  
 
Adult Ushers Ministry – This ministry provides exceptional service at every Worship service, whether at 
home or away. They make every Homegoing a special service, and have demonstrated that they can always be 
counted on to be at their post to welcome worshippers and make them feel comfortable in the worship 
experience.  



experience. They have transitioned very smoothly from the leadership of Ronn 
Jackson who passed the baton to Charlotte Brookins-Hudson, who has provided 
outstanding and admirable leadership.  
 
Greeter’s Ministry – Better known as “the Door Openers” this ministry under the 
leadership of Cecelia Toulson demonstrates the Love of Christ by being the first 
that people encounter as Ambassadors of Christ. They literally open the doors of 
the church and greet you every Sunday in such a warm, friendly, personable, 
hospitable and loving way. They are truly consummate “Team Players”. 
 
Hearts and Flowers Senior’s Ministry – This ministry is designated as Club 
#2108 under the D.C. State Council of Senior Citizens and the Alliance for Retired 
Americans. Their primary aim is to provide opportunities for Senior Adults to 
promote Christian fellowship, participate in activities for cultural development and 
enrichment. They strive to keep abreast of social, economic, health and legal issues 
involving senior adults. All persons 55+ years of age are eligible to participate. Rev. Annie Lanier provides 
leadership to this ministry. 
 
Men’s Ministry – Brother Arnold Jackson continues to provide outstanding leadership to our men. He is 
assisted by Rev. Soammes Williams and Brother Sydney Garth. Together they do a great job of keeping the 
men informed and fostering a great brotherhood among the brothers. The men have come together for two six-
week’s course of study focusing on Authentic Manhood. 

 
Multi Media Ministry – This ministry, under the leadership of 
Minister Lela Harris, is a key and critical component to the success 
of the Metropolitan Worship experience. These dedicated servants 
faithfully make sure that the sound system is in place and working 
properly at every service. Additionally, they provide recorded CD 
and DVD services. And now, they have expanded their outreach to 
the world through Streaming. They are always looking for ways to 
improve the quality of audio and video service to our congregation 
and beyond. Although they have been hampered by limited 
resources, they provide quality service week after week.  
  
Pastor’s Partners – Sister Benzena Lewis continues to provide 

leadership to this ministry. Their primary aim is to provide for the well being of our Pastor and First Family. 
The service they provide assures that the basic needs of our Pastor and First Family are met.  
 
Photography Ministry – This ministry, under the leadership of Charles “Chuck” Frink, has provided an 
outstanding service of chronicling the events and worship services of Metropolitan through the art of 
photography. Some 12 individuals make up this ministry, and provide professional and quality service at all 
times. They are the official photographers of the church. 
 
Public Policy Ministry – This ministry serves both Metropolitan Baptist Church and community by 
conducting research, producing timely relevant information, and establishing connections to foster social 
improvement. In 2016 the ministry focused on national and statewide elections and the value of getting out to 
vote. They place great emphasis on social justice issues, and strive to provide the Metropolitan and surrounding 
community with timely discussions on current social justice matters. Kwamme Anderson who served well has 
passed the mantle of leadership to Rev. Jamie Eaddy who is already making her mark on exposing us to critical 
areas of interest and concern during this transition of national political leadership. 
 
Temple Sentinels – These men and women provide exemplary service all 
year long in good and adverse weather to assure the safety and well being of 
the Metropolitan family. They can be found on active duty every Sunday of 
the week, at Homegoing services, Tuesday Night Bible Study and all special 
Worship services. In addition to the tremendous service they provide at 
Metropolitan, they also provide outreach support to the Hospital for Sick 
Children. They currently have a membership of 38 Sentinels and 4 active 
Prince George’s County Police Members. 
 
 



The Bereavement Ministry served 126 families in 2016.  We met the families 
where they were, walked with them, encouraged them through prayer, scriptures 
and acts of kindness.  One ministry recipient commented  “Thank you for your 
kindness and love! You just don’t know how much you helped me. Thanks again. 
Love.” On January 7, 2017, the ministry hosted a memorial service for members 
who suffered the passing of family and friends during the calendar year 2016 and 
previously.  
 

Rev. Dorothy Davis and Ann Pierce 
Ministry Co-Leaders 
 
The Caregivers Ministry empowers family caregivers with a system of support, 
accessible resources and knowledge so that they can make comfortable choices 
and decisions that will have a positive impact upon the quality of life for 

themselves and their loved ones. We provide spiritual support, inspire hope and 
promote a sense of well-being.  The ministry provides an engaging atmosphere where caregivers can relieve 
some of the stress and anxiety associated with caregiving.  We provide needed resources and assistance 
available through local, state and federal programs and non-profit organizations. 
 

Larry Thomas and Kim Lloyd 
Ministry Leaders 
 
The Deaf Ministry continues to lead in the community by offering free bi-annual 
community American Sign Language (ASL) courses, with a religious interpreting 
component, for its members, the community, and local churches. The ministry 
continues to support local efforts of feeding more than 50,000 persons per quarter 
of the year, by collecting spices to add to the meals, and international  
contributions supporting Deaf missions in Haiti and Jamaica.  The Deaf Ministry 
engages in continuous efforts to bridge the gap between hearing and Deaf persons 
during our worship experiences with weekly interpretation services and needed 
services for the community.  
 

Dominique Evans 
Ministry Leader  
 
The Health Watch Ministry added two new members to our ministry.  Our year included the annual 
Wellness/Walk Run on Saturdays, special presentations during Breast Cancer Awareness Month and ministry 
highlights during National Diabetes Awareness Month and Hearth Health Month.  The congregation, including 
the women’s choir, participated in Breast Cancer Awareness Month by wearing pink or pink ribbons.  A few 
minutes during the worship services were allotted for breast cancer survivors to talk about breast cancer 
awareness and to pray for those currently struggling with the disease. 
 

Servant Kathleen Bryant 
Ministry Leader 
 
The Good Samaritan Health League ministry provided first aid as needed during worship services and other 
church events.  We provided health information to the community, hosted a diaper drive to benefit the D.C. 
Diaper Bank, and participated in health-related workshops.  
 

Joyce Graham 
Ministry President                      
 
 

Dr. Sherrill McMillan 



The HIV/ AIDS Ministry provides resources during The National Black HIV/AIDS 
Awareness Day, National Week of Prayer for the healing of AIDS, National HIV 
Testing Day and World AIDS Day. This year the ministry completed its AIDS quilt 
that was started when the ministry began in 1989. The quilt has panels that were 
designed by members of our congregation who have lost loved ones who have died 
from HIV/AIDS.   
 
The ministry has recruited several new members this year and is looking for a greater 
increase. The ministry continues to partner with Food and Friends, a non-profit 
organization that prepares and delivers meals for people with HIV/AIDS, and with 
Gifts from the Heart to provide gifts for children in our church and community.  
 

Min. Will Wilson, Ministry Leader 
Jackie Washington, Co-Leader 
 
The IAMA Counseling Ministry provides transformative individual and family counseling, small group 
gatherings and educational workshops. The ministry partnered with Rev. Jamie Eaddy as she released her 
book, Getting Naked To Get Free.  The book focuses on sexual abuse and domestic violence. Workshop 
offerings for the year included “After You Say I Do: 12 Steps To A Hot Marriage” and “Life In The Single 
Lane.” 
 

On March, 1, 2017, IAMA kicked off the New Year with a workshop entitled “Staying Calm Amidst the 
Chaos.”  
 
The Veterans Assistance Ministry hosted the following events during the calendar year 2016: 
 

• On February 20th  members attended Dr. Muriel Kennedy's Promotion Ceremony to “Major” at the 
Washington DC Armory 

• On June 22nd we hosted a discussion on “Moral Injury” based on the book, Soul Repair: 
Recovering from Moral Injury After War by Rita Nakashima Brock and Gabriella Lettini. 
Highlights of the discussion included the definition of “moral injury” and how moral injury differs 
from post-traumatic stress. 

 
 

The Bereavement Ministry 



 
“…Inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to 
Me.” 
 
As the staff minister for the Street Ministry, Toastmasters, Union Missionary 
Council, Church Women United and Women’s Ministry, I believe we are 
increasing our effectiveness by being more intentional in collaborating across 
ministries. Our Metropolitan family continues to demonstrate God’s love in action 
as we work together using our time, talents and financial resources to serve His 
people. 
 
This report briefly highlights ways in which we strive to be faithful to our calling 
as we put our faith to work. I look forward to sharing more information about 
ways we will begin to reach out to persons who are incarcerated and their                                                    

  families. Servant Michelle Arnold is providing leadership to this outreach  
ministry effort. 
 
Sister Cecilia Walker continues to provide committed leadership to 
our Street Ministry. The Takin' it to the Streets team prepared and 
served more than 5,000 bagged meals and distributed dozens of hats, 
gloves, and socks to the homeless community. 
 
In January 2016, Minister Missy Daniels sponsored a holiday dinner 
and fellowship with our friends at Central Union Mission.  Pastor's 
Partners collaborated with the Street Ministry for the second 
consecutive year by purchasing all food and supplies needed to serve 
125 members of the homeless community and donated more than 300 
pairs of socks during the year. 
 
In December 2016, Servant Larry Sampson and Friends continued 
the Annual Christmas tradition of sponsoring a dinner for the 225 
men who are residents at Central Union Mission. For more than 20 
years the Street Ministry has partnered with the Associate Ministers 
to conduct a monthly worship service at Central Union Mission.  The 
Street Ministry and our Church were recently recognized with a 
plaque for our faithful service to their residents and staff. 
 
We are currently working with the leadership of local agencies in Prince George’s County to identify ways to 
incorporate this community into our outreach efforts.  

 
Thanks to the tenacity of Rev. Pam Porter Wright, MBC 
Toastmasters celebrated its 10 year anniversary and successfully 
moved to it’s new state-of-the-art meeting location at the 
Woodridge Library, 1801 Hamlin Street, NE (corner of 18th and 
Rhode Island Avenue NE), Washington, DC 20010.  
 

This is the most diverse ministry in our church. We attract people 
from all over the world, all walks of life and many cultures who 
desire to improve their leadership and speaking skills. And we 
have consistently been recognized as one of the best Toastmasters 
Clubs around! This is a way to have fun, meet new people and 

sharpen your skills. We will have two members competing in the International Speech Contest and Evaluation  

Brenda



Contest on April 19, 2017 at the Area Contest located at Unity Toastmasters. 
  
Rev. Dr. Kimberly Turner keeps raising the bar for ways to have our Faith@Work. Her enthusiasm is 
contagious as she celebrates God and inspires others to do the same in word and  deed. Her Women’s Day  
highlights are a true statement of gratitude to every woman who is serving in ministry.  
 
“We also want to extend our gratitude and deep appreciation to the Sistahs of all ages who have allowed God to 
use them through song, dance, prayer, drama, instruments and oratory in reverence to God throughout the 
year.”  
 
In July 2016 we established a partnership with the United Communities Against Poverty (UCAP), Shepherd 
Cove, in Prince George’s County to provide monthly donations to their food pantry which is a resource for the 
homeless women and children they serve. We Are One Body has served 480 persons and has consistently 
distributed food every second Sunday of the month. We were able to do this in partnership with these 
ministries: Pastor’s Partners, the Sentinels, The Zetas and Sigmas, The Diaconate, PUSH and from the generous 
contributions from several individuals from the congregation. We have averaged $250-$300 in food donations 
per month. 
 
Our weekly Bible Study with Rev. Adriane and our monthly book club fellowship, workshops with IAMA, the 
Entrepreneurs Ministry, movie outings with other churches are among the ways we stay connected and 
motivate one another as we honor Pastor Watson’s challenge to “go forward.” 
 
Rev. Reva Hoosier, Rev. Barbara Walker and Sister Janet 
Vernon personify “partnership” as they work together to 
ensure the Union Missionary Council (UMC) and Church 
Women United continue to offer ways for church family to 
give life to the Matthew 25 imperatives.  We recognize that 
our church and community are always part of our mission 
field. Metropolitan will work more closely with Lott Carey 
as we go forward.    
 
“This Far by Faith” was our theme for the 2016 Annual 
Eighty and Older Luncheon. We honored over 70 of 
Metropolitan’s senior saints in an afternoon of fellowship 
just to say “We love you!”   We successfully launched 
“Read with Me,” an early literacy program in partnership 
with United Planning Organization, in memory of Servant 
Freddie Vaughns. Pastor Watson, Servant Lindsay Merritt, 
Servant Joe Miree and Mrs. Sabrina Vaughns were our 
wonderful readers.  Each child received a book to keep and 
each classroom was given a basket of books.  
 
UMC culminated the year with our annual Gifts From The Heart, which provided new school uniforms and 
Christmas gifts for over 110 children and families of the William Paca Elementary School in Landover, MD, 
Friendship Armstrong Academy in Washington, DC and our MBC family. 
 
Church Women United (CWU) is a racially, culturally, theologically inclusive Christian women’s movement, 
celebrating unity in diversity and working for a world of peace and justice. During the 2016 Human Rights 
Celebration, Reverend Georgia Davis was recognized for her extraordinary services to the Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority, Inc., Storks Nest and the MBC We Are One Body food collection. Rev. Adriane Blair Wise was the 
guest speaker for the Greater Washington State Assembly and Sister Janet Vernon will represent the DC Unit at 
the 75th CWU Anniversary Celebration in Louisville, Kentucky, in October. 
 
We are determined to follow God’s command to “go forward!” We know that God will do a great work in us, 
with us and through us and He will get the glory.  
 



Christian Discipleship Council – Highlights include:  Scholarships:  We held 

our Second Scholarship Sunday and monies raised supported a total of 12 

scholarships which were given out on Graduate Sunday.  Eleanor Frazier Hicks 

Oratorical Contest:  Three graduating High School students enlightened us with 

their oration skills on the theme, “Black Lives Do Matter”:  First Place ($1,500.00) 

– Imani Fulmore; Second Place ($1,000.00) – Malachi White; Third Place 

($750.00) – Marisa Cristwell.  We also added two new scholarships: The Gloria J. 

Davis Trunk Scholarship (funded by Kimberly Davis and family) – Imani Fulmore 

and Malachi White were the recipients (each trunk full of school supplies valued at 

$500.00 each); and The Wilbert C. Carter, Sr. and Jessie J. Carter in Memoriam 

Scholarship (funded by Janis Nix and Barbara Carter) – Marisa Cristwell was the 

recipient ($750.00). We awarded $9,750.00 in scholarships.  Graduate Sunday:  

We celebrated the accomplishments of 30 graduating students from kindergarten promotion through Ph.D. 

providing each with a gift and certificate from the church.  Back-Pack Supply Drive: Partnering once again 

with the Kids in Need Foundation, 125 backpacks filled with school supplies were distributed to youth of our 

church and to students residing in the DC/Metropolitan and Largo communities.  “Supper Bowl” Sunday:  

With our largest collection yet, we nearly doubled our efforts from last year! Donations were distributed to the 

MBC Street Ministry to support feeding the homeless and the two food banks in DC and PG County. Christian 

Study Classes: Our Church-Wide Bible Study provided opportunities for disciples to learn the key principles 

of “Being a Counter-Cultural Christian,” as well as how to “Translate Your Faith into Action,” and finally we 

were asked to examine our commitment as disciples with the question “Are You ALL IN?”  The Women’s 

Bible Study engaged in “Spiritual Warfare,” and was challenged to get to know Jesus on a deeper level by 

asking “Do You Know Jesus?” and during Lent, discussed “Authentic Living.”  Saturday mornings provided 

the men of our church to grow in authentic manhood through the study of “A Man and His Story,” “A Man and 

His Traps,” and “A Man and His Work.” During the summer, the church body experienced an “Evangelism 

Explosion” and was taught “Signs of Praise.” For Lent, we worked in partnership with the PUSH ministry to 

solicit contributions for our 40-Days of Power Daily Devotional “Faith@Work.” Vacation Bible School: 

During the summer, we also hosted the very first Vacation Bible School in our new home over a fun-filled 

weekend with children and youth from pre-school to teens. 

 

Sunday School Ministry – God’s plan is revealed throughout the many lessons we study week after week.  

Our purpose in His Kingdom is magnified through the redemptive story of Christ.  The Bible states in II 

Timothy 2:15 “study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not be ashamed, rightly 

diving the word of truth.”  It is through this effort that we learn how to rightly divide God’s Word and apply 

His truths to our lives in a practical way.  Class is taught by a cadre of qualified Bible believing teachers, 

including Associate Ministers, Servants, and Lay Leaders.  Presently, we offer one joint class for adults. The 

goal of Sunday School is to grow and develop the body of Christ.  As we move and operate in this world, the 

lessons we learn in Sunday School helps to guide our path. We currently use materials published by Urban 

Ministries.  

 

PUSH Ministry – Weekly Intercessory Prayer Meetings are held via Conference Call every Monday 

evening. In addition, a weekly Prayer Call is hosted by ministerial staff members on Wednesday and Friday.   

Rev. Adriane Blair Wise 



Weekly Tuesday Morning Prayer held at R Street Ministries continued through January 31st with a special 

emphasis prayer for people and families who are unsaved. Summer Bible Study: Screwtape Letters and Mere 

Christianity by CS Lewis.  National Day of Prayer Observance in May, theme: “Wake Up American, Wake 

Up Metropolitan!”  Annual PUSH Planning Dinner held in January. The following activities were planned: 

PUSH leads Tuesday Night Church-Wide Prayer Meeting; Assist in Leading Lenten Devotionals; Home and 

Hospital Visits and Prayer (12 total visits); and PUSH Spring Walk, Run, Bike, held at Watkins Mill Park in 

Upper Marlboro. The Daily Bread Devotional -- PUSH distributed the quarterly issues of the Daily Bread to 

the elderly and members of the congregation to encourage a more active devotional life. Christmas Dinner 

Fellowship was held in December at the Chart House in Alexandria, Virginia with 25 in attendance. 

 

Leslie Moreno Girl Scout Troops of MBC – kicked off the year with our Third Annual Lock-in, focusing on 

campfire safety.  Girl Scout cookie sales ran from December to March; our top seller with over 1,300 boxes 

sold – Brieanna Womack!  In February GS celebrated World Thinking Day. March we hosted an EMS/First 

Aid Training at R Street Ministries for the Girl Scouts. A local fireman and EMS technician led the training 

and the girls learned how to save a life with chest compressions to the beat of “Staying Alive.” They also 

learned the importance of calling 9-1-1 and staying calm during an emergency situation. On March 13th, we 

celebrated the 104th birthday of Girl Scouting with our annual sing-a-long in Rock Creek Park. In April, 

troops visited Butler’s Orchard with our Youth Ministry and later in the month camped at Brighton Woods 

with First Baptist Church, NW. Brieanna Womack and Maya Harrison 

received their Silver Award in May for the work they did with the K-9 

rescue dog program. The Cadette and Ambassador Scouts participated in 

several Booz Allen sponsored “Make the Connection” programs 

throughout the year. We ended our Girl Scout year with lunch and a 

movie at Annapolis Mall.  We took the summer off and came back 

together in September for Girl Scout Night with the Mystics. In October, 

we held our Investiture/Rededication and Bridging Ceremonies, 

celebrated the birthday of our founder, Juliette Gordon Low, and 

participated in a Journey Blitz. The Brownie and Junior Scouts also 

attended a theater performance of “Freaky Friday.” In November, 

Cadette and Senior Scouts began their quarterly community service with 

the Homeless Children’s Playtime Project. We ended 2016 with our 

Annual Black Doll Affair in December and each girl received a black 

Barbie, a beautiful doll that looks just like them. 

 

Charles S. Whitted New Disciples Ministry – Membership has slightly 

increased from 64 to 66 in 2016.  Out of that number, 54 are Maryland 

residents and twice as many are female (44).   Upon joining, each 

member is assigned a “First Friend” to assist with acclimation into the 

church.  Fellowship with the Pastor is held on a quarterly basis. The 

following chart to the right gives pertinent information about members 

that joined in 2016. 

2016 New Members Joined - 66 

GENDER 
Male 

  
22 

Female 44 

STATE   

MD Resident 54 

DC Resident 6 

VA Resident 6 

JOINED   

Christian Experienced 37 

Baptism 18 

Renewal 6 

Watch Care 3 

Letter 2 

MARTIAL STATUS   

Single 38 

Married 17 

Widow 6 

Divorced 5 

AGE   

18 and under 12 

18-30 6 

31-40 17 

41-50 10 

51-60 6 

61-70 11 

Over 70 4 



Children have professed faith in Jesus, discipleship efforts have helped to mature 

our youth, and connections with the community and other ministries have been 

forged and strengthened, and our youth have assumed an increased role in the 

church’s worship life by ministering through music and fine arts. Praise God for 

keeping power! Our ministry to youth and their families will propel Metropolitan 

into a bright future. 

   

Serving Metropolitan as Minister to Youth has been one of my life’s joys! I have 

great expectations of this ministry and from the youth who have helped me to 

become what God has destined. 

 

This year’s youth ministry theme is Shining His Light…Leading the Way (John                              

8:12). We aim to be witnesses of Jesus by telling others about His love and being 

positive examples to encourage others in the right way. 
 

Life Series – Adjusting to the temporary loss of dedicated 

space, we shifted to an interactive delivery model for Bible 

study. Beginning in September 2016, we met via video and 

phone conference for our time of study and discipleship 

training. Open-mic conversations included how to decide which 

colleges to apply to, developing good study habits, and how to 

respond to negative influences. 

 

Fellowship – Our youth, including Magnificat! and Alpha & 

Omega, participated in Reid Temple A.M.E. Church’s Seven 

Last Words youth worship service, and we continued our long-

time partnership with Matthew Memorial Baptist Church’s 

Youth Step Fest. Other outings included bowling and the Sky Zone. 

 

Youth Worship Service has been temporarily 

suspended until the youth ministry space is 

available for use in our place of worship. We look 

forward to dedicated space for children and youth in 

the coming months! 

 

Outreach remains an important youth ministry 

focus. We continued our support of the Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Day of Service by joining various 

community organizations in craft design, 

developing care packages for overseas military 

members, and blood donations for the American 

Red Cross. 

 

 

Rev. Larrin Robertson  

ASSISTANT TO THE SENIOR SERVANT FOR 



Young Adult Ministry: EMERGE – EMERGE continues its min-

istry to young adults 22-40 years of age through seminars and work-

shops, social events, community outreach, and fellowship. Ministry 

Co-Chairs are Dr. Joshua Wright and Sis. Chanda Brown-Wilson. 

 

 Ministry highlights of the past year include:  

➢ Quarterly ministry outings: Washington Nationals base-

ball game; Six Flags; pool party; and a ministry game 

night. 

➢ The launch of Dig-In with EMERGE, a 2nd Saturday (monthly) young adult Bible study. 

➢ The launch of Real Talk, a monthly discussion and fellowship.  



The vision of the Metropolitan Music & Arts Ministry (MM&AM) is that 

through employing the Word of God in song and creative movement, we fulfill 

our divine calling to reach the lost, uplift the broken, and encourage the saved.  

We recognize music and the arts as a divinely-appointed universal language that 

has the power to reach all people.  Throughout the past year, the ministry served 

week-in and week-out as praise and worship leaders during morning worship 

services, special services, and pastoral engagements.   

 

In 2016, the Music & Arts Ministry focused on growth.  

We increased our numbers, we formed a new dance 

ensemble, we introduced new worship formats and most 

of all we grew in our Christian faith.  Led by Minister 

Sylveta Brown, instructor, and Miss Sybil Randolph, 

coordinator, the ministry held its sixteenth New Psalmist Class.  Participants in the 

class explored the difference between a psalmist and a performer, the importance of 

preparation, and the interplay of worship and warfare.  After completion of both a 

spiritual component and pedagogy related to each individual gift, twelve new 

psalmists were consecrated and took up their places as worship leaders. 

 

While preparing for Men’s Day 2016, the Men of Magnificat! was born. This all-male ensemble made up of 

youth and adults electrified the worship service and followed in the steps of David and danced for the Lord.  

Diedre Neal, choreographer and Director of our liturgical dance component was the driving force behind the 

group’s formation.  So dedicated were these gentlemen that they were awarded the Men of Standard Award 

at the ministry’s annual appreciation dinner.  Other psalmists 

recognized for their exceptional service include: Timothy Johnson and 

Nedria Von Bailey (Praise Is What I do), Akeem Adams, Vera Tinsley 

and Daisy Maggett (Give Me That Ole Time Religion), Rena Suggs 

and Antoine Lee (Ricky Dillard Award), Charles Pollard and Viola 

Lipscomb (He’s An On Time God…Yes He Is), Chandra Brown 

Wilson and Alicia Cook (Totally Committed), and Psalmists of the Year Bernell Reese and Sarah Wyatt. 

 

Following a divine imperative, Diedre Neal took leadership for the development of a 

new worship format, Arts in Worship, for 11:30 services on Fifth Sundays.  These 

services are designed to honor God and fill His temple with spiritual sacrifices through 

the arts.  Todd Ledbetter, Joyful Sound (ministering under the baton of DuPor 

Georges), Magnificat! (Diedre Neal, choreographer), Resounding Praise (Jocelyn 

Johnson, Director), and the Sign-Language Choir (Denise Sloan, Director) lead the congregation in worship 

that can only be described as glorious!   

 

In 2016, the ministry, in conjunction with the Metropolitan Concert Series under the leadership of Mona 

Calhoun, put on the 68th Presentation of Handel’s Messiah.  Held at the Metropolitan Memorial United 

Methodist Church in Washington, DC, the ministry and friends of the ministry, raised the rafters under the 

direction of Mrs. Janel Merritt and Mr. Ramón Bryant Braxton.  We were further blessed to present our 

world-class soloists: Soprano Brandie Sutton, Mezzo-Soprano Lucia Bradford, Tenor Bruce Bean and Bass 

Martin Woods. 

Janel Merritt 



Our F.A.M.E. ministry under the leadership of Teya Green, continued to punctuate worship services with 

spoken word.  In addition, Ms. Green gave leadership to our youth department’s presentation of “Life 101.”  

All portions of the youth ministry, Alpha & Omega Steppers (Donald Mitchell and Servant Wilma Robinson, 

Directors), Magnificat (Diedre Neal, Director), Cherub Choir (Shirleen Brown Newman and Branita Griffin 

Henson (Directors), and Holliman Memorial Children’s Choir and Young People’s Choir (Reggie Golden, 

Director) participated in the presentation that was both humorous and instructive for youth and adults alike. 

 

In 2016 the Consolation Choir, who ministers to our church families during their time of bereavement, 

continued to serve and to grow.  The vocal ensembles Chorus Choir and Young Adult Fellowship Ensemble 

under the direction of Fred “Trey” Mason, Senior Choir and Mighty Men of Metropolitan, under the direction 

of Ramon Bryant Braxton served every Sunday as worship leaders on the frontline purposed to support our 

Pastor, minister to God’s people, and provide excellent worship for our God! 

 

The Metropolitan Music & Arts Ministry is now comprised of vocal ensembles (6 adult and 3 children/youth), 

instrumental ensembles (2), and creative movement and drama ensembles (5).  They are supported by band 

members Christopher Suggs, Sr., Carroll Dashiell, and Crystal Hill McKenzie, as well as an administrative 

support team that includes Barbara Harrison, Shawna Berry, Cel Toulson, Daphne Holman, Mona Calhoun, 

Kimberly Henderson, Sydney Garth, Dawn Johnson, Cheryl Brown, Loretta Hackett, James Conyers, Yvonne 

Johnson, and Teresa Scott.   

 

 

 



Minister of Stewardship & Missions 

Dr. H. Beecher Hicks, Jr. 
Senior Servant Emeritus 

Dr. Jesse L. Wood 
Senior Assistant to the Senior 

Servant 

Minister of Christian Spiritual 
Formation  

Avis Latimer 
Director Operations & Logistics 

Dr. Maurice Watson 
Senior Servant  

David Curtis  
Environmental Engineer 

Trina Marcus  
Director of Administration &  

Human Resources 

Teya Green Dr. Robert Trice 
Finance Specialist 

Darian Marcus 
Environmental Engineer 

Minister of Youth  
Dr. Sherrill McMillan 

Minister of Counseling/Family 

Charles Frink  
Facilities Director 

Tyrone Williams  
Environmental Engineer 

Janel Merritt  
Director of Music and Arts Ministry 



Jocelyn Johnson 
Director: Resounding Praise 

Diedre Neal 
Director: Magnificat! 

Teresa A. Scott 
Staff Administrator 

Rev. Richard Smallwood 
Artist-in-Residence 

Rev. Nolan Williams, Jr. 
Artist-in-Residence 

Carroll Dashiell 
Set Percussionist 

Christopher Suggs, Sr. 
Staff Manager 

Ramón Bryant Braxton 
Director: Senior Choir/Mighty Men of 

Metropolitan 

Reginald Golden  
Director: Holliman Memorial 

Children’s Choir &Young Peoples Choir 

Branita Griffin Henson   
Co-Director: Cherub Choir  

Shirleen Brown Newman   
Co-Director: Cherub Choir  

DuPor Georges 
Conductor: Joyful Sound 

Fred "Trey” Mason, III 
Director: Young & Adult Fellowship 

Ensemble/Chorus Choir 



Staff Ministers 
Reverend Brenda Girton-Mitchell 

Reverend Dr. Sherrill McMillan 

Reverend Larrin Robertson 

Reverend Adriane Blair Wise 

Reverend Dr. Jesse L. Wood 

 

Associate Ministers 

Reverend Dorothy Davis 

Reverend Georgia Clay Davis 

Reverend Jamie Eaddy 

Reverend Regina Faison 

Reverend Arnette Georges 

Reverend Danielle Graham 

Reverend Reva Hoosier 

Reverend Dr. Blanche Hudson 

Reverend Emily Jenkins 

Reverend Annie Lanier 

Reverend E. Terri Lavelle 

Reverend Benita Lewis 

Reverend Dr. Ayanna Lenard 

Reverend Angela Love 

Reverend Michael McDuffie 

Reverend Ray McKenzie 

Reverend A. Marie Murray 

Reverend Pamela Porter-Wright 

Reverend Richard Smallwood 

Reverend Clarafrancie Sowers 

Reverend Michael Thomas 

Reverend Dr. Kimberley Turner 

Reverend Geneva Vanderhorst 

Reverend Barbara Walker 

Reverend Vanessa Watson  

Reverend Erik Williams   

Reverend Soammes Williams  

Minister Gloria Renee Bland# 

Minister Sylveta Brown# 

Minister Shirley Carr 

Minister E. Missy Daniels 

Minister Lela Harris# 

Minister Karen Harrison-Hampton 

Minister Imogene Hunt 

Minister Nelson Watkins 

Minister Tanai White# 

Minister William (Wil) Wilson 

Minister Ryan A. Wise# 

Ordained 

Licensed  

#Attending Seminary 



Dr. Maurice Watson, Senior Servant 

Dr. H. Beecher Hicks, Jr., Senior Servant Emeritus 

Servant B.J. Brooks, Diaconate Chairwoman  

Servant Lindsey A. Merritt, II, Diaconate Vice Chair 

Servant Mark Smith, Diaconate Vice Chair 

Servant Wilma M. Robinson, PhD, Diaconate Vice Chair 

Servant Harry T. Jones, Jr., Esq., Trustee Ministry Chair  

Servant Norman K. Jenkins, Trustee Ministry Vice Chair 

Servant Michael D. Lee, Sr., Church Treasurer  

Celia M. Washington, Church Clerk 

 

*Trustees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

# Retired Deacon/Servant 

Reginald Arno  

Michelle Arnold 

Claude E. Bailey, Esq. 

Ernest F. Bailey  

Kim B. Barnett, PhD  

Jonathan K. Branch  

Lora M. Brown, Esq.*  

Kathleen Bryant 

Robert Caldwell, DDS 

Terri A. Carter 

John T. Davis  

Larry L. Day, Jr.  

Millicent Gorham  

George Hall 

George J. Hazel 

Sharon T. Hilliard 

Gregory A. Hudson  

Virgie H. Jones  

Tina L. Long 

Philip Jordan Marion, M.D. 

Bonita McNeill Martin 

Lindsey A. Merritt, II 

Joseph N. Miree  

Chrissie Nash  

Percy Peete 

Linda Prom 

Ricardo E. Roberts, Jr.*  

Adrian Robinson  

Paul Robinson, Esq.*  

Larry Sampson  

Claudine A. Sherwood  

Rosemarie E. Singletary* 

James A. Taylor, Sr.* 

Cherrie Van Hook* 

Jeffrey Washington  

Ayana Watkins-Northern, PhD  

Anthony E. Williams* 

Charisse Williams 

Donald William 

Nathan Brown# 

Ola Brown 

Dempsey W. Cherry# 

Delesta Cross 

Diane Day 

Reba M. Diggs 

Elizabeth Fitzpatrick 

LaNoah Harriston 

Elizabeth H. Hicks, D. Min. 

Constance Hines 

Sarah G. Horne 

Deborah Jones, Coordinator 

Joyce Jones 

Dorothy Patton 

Charles Perry# 

Sherlene Pinkney 

Valerie H. Robinson 

Ann Sloan 

Elizabeth Weston 

Catherine White 

Georgia B. Whitted# 





Worship Center: 1200 Mercantile Lane, Largo, MD, 20774 
Phone: 202-238-5000 

Dr. Maurice Watson, Senior Servant 
Dr. H. Beecher Hicks, Jr., Senior Servant Emeritus 

www.metropolitanbaptist.org 

Mervyn Washington  March 30, 2016 

Emma Johnson  April 9, 2016 

Jimmie Lee Davis  April, 2016 

Reverend Miles Crawford  May 14, 2016 

Servant Carolene Johnson  June 11, 2016 

Malcome Clay  July 22, 2016 

Angela Edwards  August 3, 2016 

Elder Verda White  August 25, 2016 

Servant Samuel Reynolds, Sr.   September 5, 2016 

Erma Tate  September 20, 2016 

Hazel Vannoy  October 13, 2016 

Linda Patton  October 28, 2016 

Jennie Morrison  November 19, 2016 

Inez Cain  November 30, 2016 

Othello Wayne Poulard  December 19, 2016 

Minister Karen Harrison Hampton  January 1, 2017 

Adrian Vaughn  January 17, 2017 

Carolyn Ellis  February 6, 2017 

Rick Washington  March 28, 2017 


